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Von Iain Crichton Smith : Consider the Lilies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Consider the Lilies: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Excellent Book -- Not Widely Known in AmericaVon Ein KundeIain Crichton Smith is a Scottish poet, dramatist, and 
novelist whom I had never heard of until I saw a reference to this book on a Scottish website and ordered it. It is a 
short work (only 160 pages) and written in a simple style that is highly effective.The story is about an elderly woman 
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who, at the beginning of the novel, is informed that she is to be removed from her cottage in the Scottish Highlands 
and resettled along the coast with other villagers. This is the time of the Highland Clearances and the Duke of 
Sutherland, like other landowners of that period, wants the villages on his land razed so he can more profitably raise 
sheep. This was a dark time in Scottish history and many of those relocated to the coast died of starvation and illness. 
Despite the historical context, however, this is not a novel about the Highland Clearances. It is character study of an 
elderly woman, Mrs. Scott, and how she begins to change over the period of two weeks before the villagers are to be 
turned out of their homes. Her husband died many years before and her son has immigrated to Canada. Religion is her 
sole consolation. Her thoughts are the mechanism that move the story forward--flashbacks to the past and 
considerations of the present. The imagery is often beautiful. I don't want to say too much about what is uncovered 
through this device or it might ruin the story for you. It is a compelling read, though. I started the book at 10 p.m. on a 
week day, thinking I would read the first chapter or two before bed, and read through chapter 8. I regretfully stopped 
because I got too sleepy to continue. I finished it the next day. I plan to read more of Crichton Smith's work. This is a 
beautiful book that should be better known here.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein "Mu" fr 
alle Highland-FansVon Ein Kunde"Consider the Lilies" ist eines der ergreifendsten Bcher, das ich je gelesen habe. Es 
ist ein Roman, der mit ganz einfachen Worten - den Gedanken einer alten, alleinstehenden Frau, die im Rahmen der 
Highland Clearances aus ihrem kleinen Cottage vertrieben werden soll - unglaublich viel aussagt ber die 
Verbundenheit eines Menschen mit seiner Umgebung und ber die Folgen, die eine erzwungene Entwurzelung haben 
kann. Das Buch ist ein "Mu" fr alle, die sich fr die Highlands und deren Geschichte interessieren, weil es dem Leser 
die Landschaft und auch die dort lebenden Menschen sehr nahe bringt.

KurzbeschreibungRetrained, finely wrought ... Mr Crichton Smith shows us isolation, perplexity, loneliness, a 
combination of blindness and indifference' - New Statesman 'Mr Crichton Smith has an acute feeling for places and 
atmosphere. The wind-blown heaths, the grey skies, the black dwellings, the narrow lives, the poverty - are all vividly 
depicted ... one can linger over the sheer beauty of his phrases' - Observer The eviction of the crofters from their 
homes between 1792 and the 1850s was one of the cruellest episodes in Scotland's history. In this novel Iain Crichton 
Smith captures the impact of the Highland Clearances through the thoughts and memories of an old woman who has 
lived all her life within the narrow confines of her community. Alone and bewildered by the demands of the factor, 
Mrs Scott approaches the minister for help, only to have her faith shattered by his hypocrisy. She finds comfort, 
however, from a surprising source: Donald Macleod, an imaginative and self-educated man who has been ostracised 
by his neighbours, not least by Mrs Scott herself, on account of his atheism. Through him and through the 
circumstances forced upon her, the old woman achieves new strength.WerbetextNow considered a modern classic, 
CONSIDER THE LILIES focuses on the eviction of an old woman from her croft.KurzbeschreibungRetrained, finely 
wrought ... Mr Crichton Smith shows us isolation, perplexity, loneliness, a combination of blindness and indifference' - 
New Statesman 'Mr Crichton Smith has an acute feeling for places and atmosphere. The wind-blown heaths, the grey 
skies, the black dwellings, the narrow lives, the poverty - are all vividly depicted ... one can linger over the sheer 
beauty of his phrases' - Observer The eviction of the crofters from their homes between 1792 and the 1850s was one of 
the cruellest episodes in Scotland's history. In this novel Iain Crichton Smith captures the impact of the Highland 
Clearances through the thoughts and memories of an old woman who has lived all her life within the narrow confines 
of her community. Alone and bewildered by the demands of the factor, Mrs Scott approaches the minister for help, 
only to have her faith shattered by his hypocrisy. She finds comfort, however, from a surprising source: Donald 
Macleod, an imaginative and self-educated man who has been ostracised by his neighbours, not least by Mrs Scott 
herself, on account of his atheism. Through him and through the circumstances forced upon her, the old woman 
achieves new strength. 


