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Von C. S. Forester : Mr Midshipman Hornblower (A Horatio Hornblower Tale of the Sea)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mr Midshipman Hornblower (A Horatio 
Hornblower Tale of the Sea): 
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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Exciting 
Short Stories about Hornblower's First VoyagesVon Donald MitchellMr. Midshipman Hornblower is the prequel to 
the Horatio Hornblower series. Written as the sixth book chronologically, it covers the very first times when 
Hornblower served in His Majesty's navy. My recommendation is that you read it first, so that you can follow 
Hornblower chronologically along over his career as it develops.Since much of service aboard a naval vessel is 
routine, C.S. Forester gives us the high spots of Hornblower's first years in the form of short stories beginning at age 
17 when he entered the navy.Each story is nicely balanced among the following qualities: Hornblower's inexperience; 
the rapid shift of circumstances that can occur at sea; Hornblower's physical and psychological weaknesses and 
courage to overcome them; the demands of honor; the importance of thinking clearly, getting good information, and 
making a swift decision; the benefits of discipline; and the brotherhood of all seaman before the dangers they 
face.Those who are interested in the war between Britain and France after the French Revolution in 1789 will find the 
material to bring those events to life in a vivid way. I learned a lot about the details of naval warfare as it was 
conducted then.The weakness of most short story writers is that their plots and resolutions often become overly 
predictable. These short stories are predictable only in their originality and unpredictability. As such, I found myself 
drawn forward, wondering what rabbit Forester would next pull out of the hat.This is just the sort of book that I loved 
to read as a teenager, and I could feel the years peeling off as I raced through the stories. This book would be a 
wonderful gift to a teenager who likes adventure tales based on historical events. Readers will be reminded of how 
embarrassing and emotionally daunting it can be to launch off to operate in the adult world at age 17.Unlike many 
adventure books, Hornblower serves the dual role of hero and morally-inspired man. It's too bad that so much modern 
fiction chooses to develop the action without developing any character in the process.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. A brilliant opening salvo by the master. 5 broadsidesVon Ein KundeMr. Midshipman 
Hornblower is the first installment chronologically in the saga of Horatio Hornblower, certainly one of the most 
beloved characters of 20th century fiction. Unlike other works, this one is not so much a novel as a series of short 
stories intended to show the progression of Hornblower from a scared schoolboy to a young adult exercising 
leadership. As such the series opener can be read with equal enjoyment by young or old. Younger readers will 
certainly identify with the scared midshipman who is bullied by a senior midshipman and in light of the Columbine 
High School tragedy, this section bears re-reading. For older readers, like me, it will help rekindle the spirit of 
adventure that seemed to fill life in earlier years. I am reluctant to give it a five star rating, as I know later works in the 
series will be even better but I am justifying it because it is a series of short stories as opposed to a novel.Mr. 
Midshipman Hornblower was first published in 1950 by an English author who had lived extensively in the US and 
who was having some of his novels made into films. It only makes sense for Forester to avoid offending a very large 
American audience. He achieves this goal with incredible marketing panache. He establishes Hornblower's birth date 
as July 4, 1776 and manages a double coup. First, he avoids having Hornblower fight in the American Revolution. 
Second, he says as an Englishmen to his American audience, 'We are the same people you are with the same values 
and heroes.' Given the close relationship of Britain and the US following the end of WWII and the non-reflective 
American patriotism of the time, Forester could not have his hero countering American values, as those were the same 
values that Britons espoused.Forester also included some parallels for his fellow Britons. The most obvious is the 
British supported landing of French monarchists on French soil. As expected the monarchists crumble under 
republican assaults and the British have to conduct a rear guard action. The stolid British infantry give at least as good 
as they get but are forced to withdraw due to their ally's collapse. All this sounds very reminiscent of Dunkirk and 
there are other parallels to WWII in the book. Surprisingly, Mr. Midshipman Hornblower does not end with a furious 
sea battle but with a rescue of an enemy's crew. How soon after the Berlin Blockade was this written?0 von 0 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Exciting Short Stories about Hornblower's First VoyagesVon Donald 
MitchellExciting Short Stories about Hornblower's First Voyages, 12. Mai 2007Rezensentin/Rezensent: Donald 
Mitchell "coauthor of The 2,000 Percent Squared Solution" (a Strategic Management professor and management 
consultant in Boston) - alle meine Rezensionen ansehen(TOP 1000 REVIEWER) (REAL NAME)Mr. Midshipman 
Hornblower is the prequel to the Horatio Hornblower series. Written as the sixth book chronologically, it covers the 
very first times when Hornblower served in His Majesty's navy. My recommendation is that you read it first, so that 
you can follow Hornblower chronologically along over his career as it develops.Since much of service aboard a naval 
vessel is routine, C.S. Forester gives us the high spots of Hornblower's first years in the form of short stories beginning 
at age 17 when he entered the navy.Each story is nicely balanced among the following qualities: Hornblower's 
inexperience; the rapid shift of circumstances that can occur at sea; Hornblower's physical and psychological 
weaknesses and courage to overcome them; the demands of honor; the importance of thinking clearly, getting good 
information, and making a swift decision; the benefits of discipline; and the brotherhood of all seaman before the 
dangers they face.Those who are interested in the war between Britain and France after the French Revolution in 1789 
will find the material to bring those events to life in a vivid way. I learned a lot about the details of naval warfare as it 
was conducted then.The weakness of most short story writers is that their plots and resolutions often become overly 
predictable. These short stories are predictable only in their originality and unpredictability. As such, I found myself 



drawn forward, wondering what rabbit Forester would next pull out of the hat.This is just the sort of book that I loved 
to read as a teenager, and I could feel the years peeling off as I raced through the stories. This book would be a 
wonderful gift to a teenager who likes adventure tales based on historical events. Readers will be reminded of how 
embarrassing and emotionally daunting it can be to launch off to operate in the adult world at age 17.Unlike many 
adventure books, Hornblower serves the dual role of hero and morally-inspired man. It's too bad that so much modern 
fiction chooses to develop the action without developing any character in the process.

Kurzbeschreibung1793, the eve of the Napoleonic Wars, and Midshipman Horatio Hornblower receives his first 
command. As a seventeen-year-old with a touch of sea sickness, young Horatio Hornblower hardly cuts a dash in His 
Majesty's navy. Yet from the moment he is ordered to board a French merchant ship in the Bay of Biscay and take 
command of crew and cargo, he proves his seafaring mettle on the waves. With a character-forming duel, several 
chases and some strange tavern encounters, the young Hornblower is soon forged into a formidable man of the sea. 
This is the first of eleven books chronicling the nautical adventures of C. S. Forester's inimitable hero, Horatio 
Hornblower.PressestimmenI recommend Forester to every literate I know (Ernest Hemingway)I find Hornblower 
admirable, vastly entertaining (Sir Winston Churchill)One of the best. Everyone interested in war, or in human nature, 
should read (Times Literary Supplement)Absolutely compelling. One of the great masters of narrative (San Francisco 
Chronicle)A master of the genre (New York Times)Kurzbeschreibung1793, the eve of the Napoleonic Wars, and 
Midshipman Horatio Hornblower receives his first command. As a seventeen-year-old with a touch of sea sickness, 
young Horatio Hornblower hardly cuts a dash in His Majesty's navy. Yet from the moment he is ordered to board a 
French merchant ship in the Bay of Biscay and take command of crew and cargo, he proves his seafaring mettle on the 
waves. With a character-forming duel, several chases and some strange tavern encounters, the young Hornblower is 
soon forged into a formidable man of the sea. This is the first of eleven books chronicling the nautical adventures of C. 
S. Forester's inimitable hero, Horatio Hornblower. 


