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Von Willa Cather : My Antonia (Xist Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised My Antonia (Xist Classics): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
TIMELESS AMERICAN CLASSIC...Von lawyeraauI first read this book when I was in junior high school. I admit 
that, at the time, I did not appreciate the strengths of the book and the quality of its writing. I am quite glad that I 
decided to give it another chance, as I now understand why it is considered to be a classic in literature. It is simply a 
beautifully written book, covering many of the themes that one stumbles across in life and coalescing them into a work 
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of extraordinary breadth.The book is the story of two young people, Jim Burden and Antonia Shimerda. They meet for 
the first time when Jim is ten years old and Antonia is fourteen. Recently orphaned, Jim has moved to the Great Prairie 
to live with his grandparents in Nebraska. Antonia, on the other hand, has been wrenched from her homeland in 
Bohemia, emigrating with her parents to the United States and finding herself in Nebraska. Jim and Antonia's chance 
encounter on a train sets the stage for the forging of a friendship and unconditional love that time will not 
diminish.The book relates the harshness of immigrant life through the eyes of Jim, who narrates the events contained 
in the book. There is a relentless stoicism about the book, which is written in spare, clear prose. With intense imagery 
and descriptive exactitude, late nineteenth century Nebraska comes to life. It also relates the paths that each of the 
characters choose to follow, as well as the vicissitudes of life that mold and shape them in ways that no one would 
have imagined.The focus of the book, which is also a coming of age tale, seems to be on the female characters and 
their strengths. Consequently, the book has a faintly feminist undercurrent to it, as all the women in it seem to be 
survivors, despite the hardships that they encounter. This is, without a doubt, a life affirming book, wrought with great 
feeling and a decided sense of time and place. Yet, despite its poignancy, the book is surprisingly unsentimental and 
straightforward. It is a testament to the author's literary talent that this book has emerged as a timeless classic. Bravo!4 
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Kurzbeschreibung An Ode to a Vanished Way of Life on the Nebraska Plains I'd have liked to have you for a 
sweetheart, or a wife, or my mother or my sister--anything a woman can be to a man. The idea of you is part of my 
mind; you influence my likes and dislikes, all my tastes, hundreds of times when I don't realize it. You really are a part 
of me. Willa Cather, My Antonia In Willa Cather's My Antonia, thoughts of home and homesickness play a central 
role in this icon tale of the great plains of Nebraska. In this book, Jim Burden reflects on his childhood on the 



Nebraska prairie and the unforgettable girl, My Antonia. This Xist Classics edition has been professionally formatted 
for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This ebook also contains a bonus book club leadership guide and 
discussion questions. We hope youll share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and cant wait to hear 
what you have to say about it..deIt seems almost sacrilege to infringe upon a book as soulful and rich as Willa Cather's 
My ntonia by offering comment. First published in 1918, and set in Nebraska in the late 19th century, this tale of the 
spirited daughter of a Bohemian immigrant family planning to farm on the untamed land ("not a country at all but the 
material out of which countries are made") comes to us through the romantic eyes of Jim Burden. He is, at the time of 
their meeting, newly orphaned and arriving at his grandparents' neighboring farm on the same night her family strikes 
out to make good in their new country. Jim chooses the opening words of his recollections deliberately: "I first heard 
of ntonia on what seemed to be an interminable journey across the great midland plain of North America," and it 
seems almost certain that readers of Cather's masterpiece will just as easily pinpoint the first time they heard of ntonia 
and her world. It seems equally certain that they, too, will remember that moment as one of great light in an otherwise 
unremarkable trip through the world. ntonia, who, even as a grown woman somewhat downtrodden by circumstance 
and hard work, "had not lost the fire of life," lies at the center of almost every human condition that Cather's novel 
effortlessly untangles. She represents immigrant struggles with a foreign land and tongue, the restraints on women of 
the time (with which Cather was very much concerned), the more general desires for love, family, and companionship, 
and the great capacity for forbearance that marked the earliest settlers on the frontier. As if all this humanity weren't 
enough, Cather paints her descriptions of the vastness of nature--the high, red grass, the road that "ran about like a 
wild thing," the endless wind on the plains--with strokes so vivid as to make us feel in our bones that we've just come 
in from a walk on that very terrain ourselves. As the story progresses, Jim goes off to the University in Lincoln to 
study Latin (later moving on to Harvard and eventually staying put on the East Coast in another neat encompassing of 
a stage in America's development) and learns Virgil's phrase "Optima dies ... prima fugit" that Cather uses as the 
novel's epigraph. "The best days are the first to flee"--this could be said equally of childhood and the earliest hours of 
this country in which the open land, much like My ntonia, was nothing short of a rhapsody in prairie sky blue. --
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