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Von DenisJohnson : Tree of Smoke (English Edition) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Tree of Smoke (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfrei chste Kundenrezensionen4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
ExcellenVon CA BloomThe 2007 National Book Award winner, Tree of Smoke is an epic of the vietham war era. It
follows the lives of two brothers, an officer and his nephew, and other interesting characters and some of the family
they leave behind when they go to war. We meet the vietcong also, and get a glimpse of how this war affected theier
familys as our won civil war affected ours. It isavery strong novel which captures that time in our history brilliantly.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B019EBZAJQ

Thetitle of the novel comes from the code name for a counter-pschycological operation which forms one of the main
parts of the book. Never boring, very insightful as the charactersin the novel are finely drawn, | think thisis easily one
of the best novels published this year! 1'd also recommend reading Tino Georgiou's bestselling novel--The Fates--if
you haven't yetO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. War and Peace.V on Jan DierckxThis book
has a few things in common with "War and Peace' by Tolstoy. Just like Napoleon in Moscow, American soldiers - tired
of the war - had to leave Saigon. Just like Tolstoy who described Russian society, Denis Johnson gives a panoramic
view of both South and North Vietnam. "Tree of Smoke' takes several moments of the vietnam conflict with different
characters mostly unrelated to each other (there are exceptions). This technique allows to get an overview and a
kaleidoscopic images of Vietnam.Very few encounters with the Vietcong are described (so don't expect a run-of-the-
mill war novel). The characters of this book work behind the scenes. They are Americans, Vietnamese, British, French
and Chinese. They rank from messenger boysto CIA officials and generals. There are three characters who are the
common thread through this novel. William "Skip" Sands, CIA, engaged inPsychol ogical Operations and the disaster
that befalls him. There is also the story of the Houston Brothers, Bill and James, young men who drift out of the
Arizona desert and into the war where the line between disinformation and delusion has blurred away. In its vision of
human folly, thisisastory like nothing elsein American literature.This novel isavery rich and powerful portrait of
Vietnam and the people who were trying to make the best of their lives.

KurzbeschreibungTree of Smoke the name given to a psy op that might or might not be hypothetical and might or
might not be officially sanctioned is Denis Johnsons most gripping, visionary and ambitious work to date. Set in south-
east Asiaand the US, and spanning two decades, it ostensibly tells the story of Skip Sands, a CIA spy who may or may
not be engaged in psychological operations against the Viet Cong -- but also takes the reader on a surreal yet vivid
journey, dipping in and out of characterslivesto reveal fundamental truths at the heart of the human condition. A
Catch-22 for our times Alan Warner, Books of the Y ear, Observer 'The God | want to believe in hasavoice and a
sense of humour like Denis Johnson's' Jonathan Franzen An epic of drenched sensuality and absurdly chewable
dialogue, as though Don DeL illo and Joseph Heller had collaborated on a Vietnam war novel Steven Poole, Books of
the Y ear, New Statesman.de Significant Seven, September 2007: Denis Johnson is one of those few great hopes of
American writing, fully capable of pulling out a ground-changing masterpiece, as he did in 1992 with the now-
legendary collection, Jesus Son. Tree of Smoke showed every sign of being his "big book": 600+ pages, yearsin the
making, with a grand subject (the Vietnam War). And in the reading it lives up to every promise. It's crowded with the
desperate people, aways short of salvation, who are Johnson's specialty, but despite every temptation of the Vietnam
dreamscape it is relentlessly sober in its attention to on-the-ground details and the gradations of psychology. Not one
of its 614 pages lacks a sentence or an observation that could set you back on your heels. Thisis the book Johnson fans
have been waiting for--along with everybody else, whether they knew it or not. --Tom Nissley.com Significant Seven,
September 2007: Denis Johnson is one of those few great hopes of American writing, fully capable of pulling out a
ground-changing masterpiece, as he did in 1992 with the now-legendary collection, Jesus' Son. Tree of Smoke showed
every sign of being his "big book": 600+ pages, years in the making, with a grand subject (the Vietham War). And in
the reading it lives up to every promise. It's crowded with the desperate people, always short of salvation, who are
Johnson's specialty, but despite every temptation of the Vietham dreamscape it is relentlessly sober in its attention to
on-the-ground details and the gradations of psychology. Not one of its 614 pages lacks a sentence or an observation
that could set you back on your heels. Thisisthe book Johnson fans have been waiting for--along with everybody else,
whether they knew it or not. --Tom Nissley



