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Von Susan Howatch : Ultimate Prizes  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Ultimate Prizes: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ultimate 
Prizes drops off pace of Glittering ImagesVon Ein KundeNow don't get me wrong: this is a fine book. But having read 
the entire series twice, I find Ultimate Prizes and Scandalous Risks, the third and fourth books in the six book series on 
the Church of England, not up to the same standards as the others. I consider Glittering Images, the first in the series, 
still the best. I've heard priests allude to this book from the pulpit. Glamorous Powers and Absolute Truths (the second 
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and sixth books in the series) were my next favorites. Mystical Paths, the fifth book is also pretty strong.I have read 
this series, and shared them with others, based initially on a recommendation from my priest. Susan Howatch 
introduces us to a lot of theological thinking under the guise of a novel, and there are a lot of Christian truths presented 
in this series. The first two and last two books in this series fulfill these purposes best. The middle two books in the 
series read more like, well, TYPICAL novels (and this is not why I've read the series).I encourage everyone to read the 
entire series, but if you only have time for two to four books in the series, these are my personal ratings:Glittering 
Images: 10Glamorous Powers: 9Absolute Truths: 9Mystical Paths: 7Ultimate Prizes: 6Scandalous Risks: 4

KurzbeschreibungThe authors most famous and well-loved work, the Starbridge series, six self-contained yet 
interconnected novels that explore the history of the Church of England through the 20th century.Neville Aysgarth, 
archdeacon, and right-hand man of the Bishop of Starbridge, has spent his life chasing worldly success. In 1942 he has 
a perfect wife, a perfect family and a perfect future in the Church of England - all ultimate prizes. Then Aysgarth 
meets an attractive young socialite and is soon dangerously and chaotically involved in adultery, hypocrisy and 
obsession. Tormented and on the brink of ruin, he must at last face the truth about himself, his marriage and the 
mysterious past he cannot discuss as he chases the most vital prize of all - his own survivalWitty, wise and compelling, 
Ultimate Prizes powerfully explores both the temptations of sex and success, and the ultimate themes of sin and 
salvation.Pressestimmen'This superbly intricate ecclesiastical tale ... irresistible' Church Times'A fascinating story' 
Publishers Weekly'Howatch writes thrillers of the heart and mind ... everything in a Howatch novel cuts close to the 
bone and is of vital concern' New Woman'A mesmerising storyteller' Daily Telegraph'One of the most original 
novelists writing today' Cosmopolitan'She is a deft storyteller, and her writing has depth, grace and pace' Sunday 
Times'Susan Howatch may well become the Anthony Trollope of the 20th century. Howatch is more than just a 
novelist of ideas... She is a skilled storyteller who makes the reader wonder and care about her people.' Washington 
PostKurzbeschreibungThe authors most famous and well-loved work, the Starbridge series, six self-contained yet 
interconnected novels that explore the history of the Church of England through the 20th century.Neville Aysgarth, 
archdeacon, and right-hand man of the Bishop of Starbridge, has spent his life chasing worldly success. In 1942 he has 
a perfect wife, a perfect family and a perfect future in the Church of England - all ultimate prizes. Then Aysgarth 
meets an attractive young socialite and is soon dangerously and chaotically involved in adultery, hypocrisy and 
obsession. Tormented and on the brink of ruin, he must at last face the truth about himself, his marriage and the 
mysterious past he cannot discuss as he chases the most vital prize of all - his own survivalWitty, wise and compelling, 
Ultimate Prizes powerfully explores both the temptations of sex and success, and the ultimate themes of sin and 
salvation. 


