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Kurzbeschreibung Two of Thomas Hardy's "Wessex" novels are in this Kindle book: Under the Greenwood Tree The 
WoodlandersUnder the Greenwood Tree (1882) The setting is rural Mellstock parish where a string choir has always 
provided the music. Progress is marching into Mellstock, however, in the form of a new pastor, a mechanical organ 
and a beautiful new female organist. Meanwhile, musician Dick becomes involved with school mistress Fancy Day 
and this is the story of their romantic entanglement and the gossiping and scheming that ensues. While this is a 
charming love story it is also, In many ways, an examination of the changes in England during Victorian times and the 
disappearing rural life, viewed through the eyes of parishioners at a tiny church. This is the first of Hardy's Wessex 
novels, and one of his most gentle and pastoral works. While it is written about a group of old-school, drunken church 
musicians, it is one of Hardy's most optimistic novels.The Woodlanders (1887) Another Wessex tale, this time set in 
the tiny woodland village of Little Hintock. Giles Winterborne, a woodsman, is keen to marry childhood sweetheart 
Grace. Unfortunately, he father is not happy with the idea and considers his daughter to be marrying beneath her. 
Graces father much prefers his daughter marry the well-educated and handsome new doctor named Edgar Fitzpiers. Is 
Fitzpiers having an affair, however, and is he really the man he seems?About The Author English novelist and poet 
Thomas Hardy (18401928) was a Victorian written in the tradition of George Eliot. He was critical of Victorian 
society but many of his novels focus on rural society. Hardy regarded himself as a poet and his first collection was 
published in 1898. Prior to that he published many successful novels including Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), 
The Mayor of Casterbridge (1886), Tess of the d'Urbervilles (1891), and Jude the Obscure (1895). His books often 
contain tragic characters struggling in social circumstances, and many are set in the region of Wessex in southwest and 
south central England, which eventually included the counties of Dorset, Wiltshire, Somerset, Devon, Hampshire and 
much of Berkshire, in southwest and south central England.PressestimmenThis early Hardy novel tells the story of a 
pastoral romance in the small Wessex village of Mellstock. Jamie Parker's friendly, resonant tone adds warmth to a 
surprisingly cheerful work by an author known for his dour stories. Parker's use of vocal variation in delivering 
Hardy's descriptive prose guides listeners smoothly through the plot. He also demonstrates mastery in his renderings of 
local country dialects. The conversations between the choir members, who include an interesting range of ages and 
characterisations, are especially well performed, and his singing of various songs also enlivens the text. Overall, 
Parker's charming performance adds much personality to this Hardy classic. --- D.M.W., AudioFileKurzbeschreibung 
Two of Thomas Hardy's "Wessex" novels are in this Kindle book: Under the Greenwood Tree The WoodlandersUnder 
the Greenwood Tree (1882) The setting is rural Mellstock parish where a string choir has always provided the music. 
Progress is marching into Mellstock, however, in the form of a new pastor, a mechanical organ and a beautiful new 
female organist. Meanwhile, musician Dick becomes involved with school mistress Fancy Day and this is the story of 
their romantic entanglement and the gossiping and scheming that ensues. While this is a charming love story it is also, 
In many ways, an examination of the changes in England during Victorian times and the disappearing rural life, 
viewed through the eyes of parishioners at a tiny church. This is the first of Hardy's Wessex novels, and one of his 
most gentle and pastoral works. While it is written about a group of old-school, drunken church musicians, it is one of 
Hardy's most optimistic novels.The Woodlanders (1887) Another Wessex tale, this time set in the tiny woodland 
village of Little Hintock. Giles Winterborne, a woodsman, is keen to marry childhood sweetheart Grace. 
Unfortunately, he father is not happy with the idea and considers his daughter to be marrying beneath her. Graces 
father much prefers his daughter marry the well-educated and handsome new doctor named Edgar Fitzpiers. Is 
Fitzpiers having an affair, however, and is he really the man he seems?About The Author English novelist and poet 
Thomas Hardy (18401928) was a Victorian written in the tradition of George Eliot. He was critical of Victorian 
society but many of his novels focus on rural society. Hardy regarded himself as a poet and his first collection was 
published in 1898. Prior to that he published many successful novels including Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), 
The Mayor of Casterbridge (1886), Tess of the d'Urbervilles (1891), and Jude the Obscure (1895). His books often 
contain tragic characters struggling in social circumstances, and many are set in the region of Wessex in southwest and 
south central England, which eventually included the counties of Dorset, Wiltshire, Somerset, Devon, Hampshire and 
much of Berkshire, in southwest and south central England. 


