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Von Peter Tremayne : Valley of the Shadow: A Celtic Mystery (A Sister Fidelma Mystery)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Valley of the Shadow: A Celtic Mystery (A 
Sister Fidelma Mystery): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Valley 
of the ShadowVon M. KnedlikI enjoy reading Mr. Tremaynes's books, but if he were to correct his grammatical 
mistakes and occasional sloppiness of language, his story telling would be much more effective.2 von 2 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Unless you're already a fan of the series, don't botherVon Kim HeadleeQuick, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007NKMZHQ


ladies, name three male authors who can write convincingly from a woman's viewpoint. Gentlemen, feel free to vote 
all you wish, but your votes won't be counted for this unofficial poll.Stumped? Me, too. And Peter Tremayne with his 
emotionless, sexless Sister Fidelma certainly doesn't deserve a place in the list. In fact, the viewpoint in Valley of the 
Shadow wanders erratically between the Irish nun, her besotted Saxon priest sidekick, secondary characters and even 
the random goat on the hillside, making it nigh unto impossible to develop a bond with any of them. Except, maybe, 
the goat.In A.D. 666 -- pun intended, no doubt -- Fidelma travels to the secluded Gleann Geis at her brother the king's 
bequest to negotiate the establishment of a Christian church in this notorious Druidic and vigorously anti-Christian 
stronghold. Near the end of the journey, she and her companion discover the grisly remains of 33 monks, slaughtered 
identically and arranged in a circle like points on a sundial. The whys and wherefores of this ritualistic murder, 
interpreted as a particularly nasty "Christian, go home" statement, consume Fidelma's energies for the remainder of the 
book.Never mind the fact that the deeply spiritual Celts embraced Christianity because its evangelists, like Patrick and 
Columba, cleverly assimilated the tenets of older religions rather than coming into conflict with them. Never mind the 
fact that, by the 7th century, Druidic philosophy lived only in folk memory, as in the phrase "knock on wood" and the 
practice of kissing under mistletoe. Despite heavy reliance upon these common misconceptions, Valley of the Shadow 
promises an exciting setup but delivers a frightfully boring resolution.Sorry, Fidelma fans, but any novel wherein the 
major plot point in the first half of the book is the sidekick's hangover holds no interest for me. By the time anything 
serious befalls Our Heroes (about two-thirds of the way into the story) I ceased to care about their fates. I do give 
Tremayne a point for not falling into the "all Christians are evil, all non-Christians are good" trap, or its converse -- 
although this book does contain a few irritating religious caricatures.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Very Well Written BookVon Ein KundeOne of the best things about Peter Tremayne's Sister Fidelma 
mysteries are the well-drawn plots. This installment certainly lives up to expectations. Valley of the Shadow is a book 
steeped in Irish history and the different opposing religious and ideological factions that existed in that era. The author 
combines a deeply textured and fascinating background with multi-dimensional characters and a fast-paced, twisting 
plot in which you can't guess the solution to the mystery until the very end. I especially found the historical 
background very interesting. Tremayne has obviously done a great deal of research for this book. I greatly enjoyed 
reading Valley of the Shadow, and I suggest it as a wonderful read for any history buff or mystery enthusiast out there- 
and even if you are neither, I think you will find this novel intriguing.

KurzbeschreibungIn Ireland of A.D. 666, Sister Fidelma is sent by her brother, Colgu of Cashel, the king of Muman, 
to the remote valley of Gleann Geis, whose inhabitants still adhere to the ancient Druidic ways. Her mission is to 
negotiate with the chieftain Laisre for permission to build a Christian church and school in his territory. Fidelma's task 
won't be an easy one, though, as Laisre's clan is known for its hostility to the new religion and fierce adherence to the 
old.Approaching the valley, Fidelma and her companion, Brother Eadulf, come upon a particularly grisly scene--the 
slain bodies of thirty-three young men, placed in a sunwise circle and bearing the marks of the ancient threefold death 
of pagan times. As an emissary of her brother the king, as well as her position as a dalaigh--an advocate of the Brehon 
courts--it is Fidelma's responsibility to uncover the truth behind the gruesome murders. Within the forbidden valley, 
Fidelma embarks upon an inquiry that not only places her in the gravest personal danger but upon which rests the 
continuing peace of her brother's kingdom.From Kirkus sBy her sixth outing, seventh-century sleuth Sister Fidelma 
(The Spider's Web, 1999, etc.) has withdrawn from her religious house to represent her brother, the King of Muman, 
and the bishop of Imleach when mountain chieftain Laisre invites negotiations for a Christian church in his Druidic 
stronghold. On the threshold of Laisre's remote valley she and her escort, Brother Eadulf, stumble across 33 ritually 
slain bodies. Strangely, Laisre prevents Fidelma, a credentialed Brehon investigator, from pursuing inquiries. At the 
same time, she learns that Laisre's advisers, powerful sister Orla and Druid leader Murgal, did not approve his 
invitation to Christianity and are hostile to his plan and to all outsiders. Then why is Brother Solin, secretary to the 
bishop of Imleach's northern rival, welcome in this hidden valley? No sooner do Fidelma and Eadulf realize the 
political significance of his presence than Solin is murdered and Fidelma accused. Can Roman Eadulf learn enough 
about Celtic law to exonerate Fidelma? Are the ritual slaughter and Solin's murder linked? Is there a traitor on the 
inside? Before Fidelma can part personal motives enmeshed in the political, she has to cut through a fabulous swirl of 
mysterious outsiders, secret meetings, disguised identities, and more deaths. When her acute observations and logical 
distinctions aren't enough, Fidelma's capacity for bluff saves the day and her country. Tremaynes discriminating sense 
of historydistinguishing ever-finer conflicts between Druids and Christians, Roman and Celtic Christians, northern and 
southern Celtscreates an equally complex mystery for history-mad readers with eyes as sharp as Fidelma's. -- 
Copyright 2000, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.From Library JournalSeventh-centruy Irish princess 
Fidelma (The Spider's Web), late of the sisterhood at Kldare, negotiates witha pagan worrror-chieftain on the behalf of 
her king/brother. Hidden Valley, however, she and companion Brother Eadulf discover 33 ritually slaughtered young 
men laid out in a circle. Since her object is to establish a Christian church and school in the area, Fidelma vows to 



investigate the crime. Firmly set in a wild, dangerous time but featuring well bred and educated protagonists, this 
historical teaches as it entertains. Recommended.Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


